HISTORY

Nalgonda district formed part of the Kakatiya
kingdom and after its downfall, it became part of
Bahmani kingdom and subsequently passed on to
Qutb Shahi dynasty of Golconda and on its fall was
annexed to Mughal empire from which it was
detached in the early part of the eighteenth century
on the establishment of Hyderabad State by the
Asaf Jahi dynasty. Finally it became part of
Andhra Pradesh with effect from 1st November,
1956 under the scheme of Reorganisation of States.
The early history of the Deccan of which Nalgonda
district forms a part is given below.

Early Hindu Period

In pre-historic times, the great Dravidian race
occupied Southern India including a niujor portion
of the Deccan plateau. It is uncertain as to when
the Aryans invaded the Deccan. The empire of
Asoka (273-231 B.C.), however, seems to have hud
control over the whole of Berar and a considerable
portion of the Deccan plateau. The Andhras were
the next kings who ruled the Deccan. They are
mentioned in the Asokan inscriptions but their rise
to power dates from about 220 B.C. Gradually
extending their sway from Krishna delta, they soon
possessed an empire reaching to Nasik. This
dynasty seems to have come to an end in the third
century A.D., but the reasons for the collapse are
little known. The Pallavas who ruled south of
Krishna possibly might have extended their power
to this region. The next dynasty of importance is
that of the Chalukyas who rose to power in Bijapur
district by about 550 A.D., and founded an empire
spreading east and west across the peninsula w.th
their capital at Kalyani. Pulakesin II (608-42
A.D.), ruled practically the whole of India south of
Narbada river and even came into contact with
Harshavardhana of Kanuj, Throughout their
period of supremacy the Chalukyas were at war
with the Pallavas. In the middle of the eighth
century the Chalukyas were displaced by the
Rashtrakutas of Malkhed in Gulbarga district.
About 973 A.D., the Chalukyan dynasty was
restored and for nearly 200 years maintained its
position, inspite of fierce struggles with the Cholas

and Hoyasalas of Dorasamudra. The Chalukya
power fell about 1189A.D., to the Hoyasalas and
Yadavas, the latter of whom established themselves
at Deogiri. The Yadavas were the last great Hindu
rulers of the Deccan, for Vijayanagar Kingdom
which was founded half a century later after the
advent of the Muhammadans, never acquired much
sway in the Deccan proper.

Muhammadan Period

Alla-ud-din Khilji led the first Muhammadan
expedition into the Deccan in 1294 against the
Yadava ruler of Deogiri and coerced him into
submission. In 1296, he assassinated his own uncle
and seized the throne, and sent an expedition to
Deogiri. His first expedition was dispatched in
1303 against the Kakatiya Kings of Warangal, who
had established themselves there since the middle
of the 12th century. This having failed, he sent a
second expedition under Malik Kafur in 1309,
which resulted in the submission of the Raja who
agreed to pay tributes. Muhammad-bin-Tughlak
conducted a later campaign against Warangal and
finally broke the Kakatiya power in 1321. In 1310
Malik Kafur was sent against the Hoyasala Raja of
Dwarasamudra (Halebid in Mysore). In 1318 when
Harpal, the Deogiri ruler rebelled, he was defeated
and put to death and with him the Yadava dynasty
ended. When Muhammad-bin-Tughlak ascended
the throne in 1325 at Delhi, the Muhammadans
were masters of the Deccan from North to South.
The chief Rajas of Telangana acknowledged their
sway and paid tributes. He changed the name of
Deogiri as Daulatabad and made it his capital. A
few years later, the Imperial Governors of the
Deccan revolted resulting in the establishment of
the Bahmani dynasty. Zafar Khan, who styled
himself as Ala-ud-din Hasan Shah Gangu founded
this line and having taken possession of the Deccan
provinces including Bidar and Gulbarga, he made
the latter place his capital and commenced his reign
in 1347 A.D. The Bahmani Kingdom extended
from Berar in the north to the left bank of the
Tungabhadra in the south and from Dabal on the
west coast to the Telangana tracts in the east.
After the fall of this dynasty, the Barid Shahi
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